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The health and well-being of Oregonians couldn’t be more important 
to OCF and its donors. in 2015 alone, the Foundation invested over 
$28 million in programs to improve the health of children and fami-
lies, with children’s dental health as a top, statewide priority. 

good mental health also matters to OCF. That’s why it contributed 
to the legacy health Foundation, which is collaborating with other 
hospital systems in the area to build the unity Center for Behavioral 
health, opening in late 2016. The 101 inpatient-bed, fully staffed fa-
cility “will provide a warm and safe haven for all those experiencing a 
behavioral health crisis,” says maureen Bradley, senior vice president 
and CdO of the Office of philanthropy at legacy health.

located in the former holladay park hospital building near the 
Oregon Convention Center in portland, it’s the first of its kind in the 
region—and sorely needed. Oregon ranks ninth in the country for sui-
cide, the second most-common cause of death for 15- to 25-year-olds. 
Our state and Washington are among the worst for access to care for 
serious mental illnesses. in a crisis, many people go to hospital emer-
gency departments, which are not set up to handle their issues. 

The unity Center for Behavioral health gives them an alternative—
with prompt psychiatric and medical help to de-escalate, and the 
right community referrals to guide them in rebuilding their lives. 

“in addition to providing the right care, the center will also help 
remove the stigma of mental illness,” says Bradley. “Through local 
philanthropic leadership and compassion, we open the door for 
similar efforts nationally. There is no doubt that unity will eventu-
ally serve as a national role model.”  
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